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The canoes are also made of a single sheet of bark,
but the largest can scarcely hold more than six or
seven persons.

It is in these canoes made of bark — which has
scarcely the thickness of an écu—that they cross
the arms of the sea, and sail on the most dangerous
rivers, and on lakes from four to five hundred leagues
in circumference. In this manner I have made
many voyages, without having run any risk. Only
it once happened to me, in crossing the river saint
Lawrence, that I suddenly found myself surrounded
by masses of ice of an enormous size; the canoe was
cracked by them. The two Savages who were pilot-
ing me immediately cried out: ‘‘ We are dead men;
all is over; we must perish!’” Notwithstanding,
they made an effort, and jumped upon one of those
floating cakes of ice. I did likewise; and, after
having drawn the canoe out of the water, we carried
it to the very edge of the ice. There we were
obliged again to enter the canoe, in order to reach
another cake of ice; and thus by jumping from cake
to cake we at last came to the bank of the river,
without other inconvenience than being very wet
and benumbed with cold.

There is nothing equal to the affection of the
Savages for their children. As soon as they are
born, they put them on a little piece of board covered
with cloth and with a small bearskin, in which they
are wrapped, and this is their cradle. The mothers
carry them on their backs in a manner easy for the
children and for themselves.

No sooner do the boys begin to walk than they
practice drawing the bow; they become so adroit in
this that at the age of ten or twelve years they do



